Forensic Analysis Fund
                                 RESTRICTED                 PAW Forensic Working Group 


FORM F1.




Request for forensic analysis match funding
· The Forensic Analysis Fund (FAF) is only accessible to UK police officers, UKBF officers and reporting agencies to the procurator fiscal.
· Please complete this form, save with your Police Force name, reference number and date, and then email this form to: FAF@traffic.cjsm.net (note: If you have a forensic strategy document for your case, please submit it alongside this form)
· You will receive an email confirmation of receipt within 24 hours and should be contacted regarding the case within 5 days.
· Do not use this form to access post mortem/ x-ray support for Early Investigations in raptor persecution casework, contact FAF@traffic.cjsm.net for more information.  
	Name / Rank
	


	Constabulary

Address
	


	Telephone

& mobile
	


	Email
	


	Case reference
	


	Date
	


	Authorising officer signature Inspector or above
	


	Mobile number of authorising officer
	


Possible offence in relation to:

COTES





 FORMCHECKBOX 

Wildlife and Countryside Act


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other





 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If other, please specify: 
	


KEY POINTS:
· Please be accurate with level of funds required. Additional work or increased costs will not be authorised.  A further application to the fund will be required if costs increase.
· This fund can pay the first £300 plus up to 50% of additional costs of any forensic test. Match funding is required for amounts over £300.
· Summary results of funded forensic testing, and case outcomes must be provided to FAF@traffic.cjsm.net 

· Should the case go to court, it is required that an application for costs is submitted to the court and any costs recovered are reimbursed to FAF (see notes page 5).
· Any media articles must acknowledge FAF as a source of funding (see notes page 5).
Case information
Please provide the following information to support your request for funding: 

	1. Circumstances of the alleged offence(s) including date(s).



	2. Specific offence(s) being investigated.



	3. Has the accused/suspect provided an account of what happened? If so, give a brief summary of the account below.



	4. Is the accused/suspect linked with other persons of interest in this case or other cases?




	5. Details of items and how they have been seized and stored. 
For each item which requires testing/examination, please provide the following: 
· Exhibit/Production reference 
· Brief description of item
· Agency seizing
· Storage condition (e.g. dry/frozen) 
· PPE worn at seizure (e.g. gloves/mask)
Also confirm the items were securely packaged at the point of seizure and indicate whether their seals are still intact. 




	6. What are the points to prove from the forensic test or specialist examination? 




	7. Please provide accurate costing and specifically state what proportion of these costs is being applied for from FAF. Please include details of who is carrying out the forensic test(s)




	8. The importance of this in relation to other evidence in the investigation – what could the forensic evidence add to the case? (Please include your forensic strategy document if available)



	9. Details of any other forensic tests which have been considered or completed.  If completed, please provide a copy of the forensic test results with your Forensic Analysis Fund application.



	10. Any other information relevant to the case, such as if a bail date applies, or other date for which this analysis and evidence is required e.g., any time bars for offences, or court dates.



IMPORTANT REMINDERS
If your testing provider is not from a standard forensic laboratory (e.g. Cellmark, Eurofins, SPA Forensic Services) it is still crucial their evidence is compliant with legal requirements. Guidance on choosing appropriate forensic providers is available from the PAW Forensic Working Group, also via the Wildlife Crime DISC hub Forensic toolkit index, and the NCA also holds a list of experts (MCIS@nca.gov.uk). 
As a condition of accepting these funds, in all cases successfully prosecuted at court, consideration must be given to recovering these forensic costs via a Compensation Order or similar (E/W apply with MG19 form). This money will then be paid back into the FAF to support future cases. 

Please raise this issue with the prosecutor, in E/W via your local CPS Area Wildlife, Rural and Heritage Crime Co-ordinator. The FWG will be happy to speak further with prosecutors if required. Note payments for recovery of forensic costs under FAF from court MUST be made payable to the ‘PAW Forensic Working Group’. Please ensure this information is brought to the attention of the court. Please email FAF@traffic.cjsm.net, or written correspondence re payments from the court should be directed to:
Stephanie Pendry

C/O Forensic Working Group

TRAFFIC Global Office
David Attenborough Building
Pembroke Street
Cambridge
CB2 3QZ

In addition, all FAF recipients must include the following information in the ‘notes’ section of any press release or media work carried out:

“The Forensic Analysis Fund (FAF) offers financial support to police and customs officers seeking to carry out forensic analysis during a wildlife crime investigation -using funds donated from government departments and non-government organisations. For amounts up to £300 the scheme will cover full forensic costs.  For amounts in excess of £300, the scheme will cover the initial £300 plus 50% of the remainder. The fund has been established to encourage the use of forensic techniques to help solve wildlife crimes and comes under the banner of the Partnership for Action against Wildlife Crime (PAW). Many wildlife cases which make use of forensic analysis would otherwise have failed to reach prosecution stage or be eliminated at an early stage. Founded in 2008, the scheme has already provided money to help support over 60 cases.”
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